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This course deals with significant developments in the history of the Punjab region since the 
beginning of colonial rule in 1849to 1966 when the present Punjab came into existence. The 
course explores the major changes taking place in the administrative framework of the new 
Punjab province, followed by significant political, economic, social and cultural changes leading 
to partition. The discussion of the post partition developments goes up to the creation of the 
Punjabi speaking state. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PAPER SETTER/EXAMINER: 

1. The syllabus prescribed should be strictly adhered to. 
2. The question paper will consist of three sections: A, B, and C. Sections A and B will 

have four questions each from the respective sections of the syllabus and will carry 10 
marks each. The candidates will attempt two questions from each section. 

3. Section C will have fifteen short answer questions covering the entire syllabus. Each 
question will carry 3 marks. Candidates will attempt any 10 questions from this section. 

4. The examiner shall give a clear instruction to the candidates to attempt questions only at 
one place and only once. Second or subsequent attempts, unless the earlier ones have 
been crossed out, shall not be evaluated. 

5. The duration of each paper will be three hours. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CANDIDATES: 
Candidates are required to attempt any two questions each from the sections A, and B of 
the question paper, and any ten short answer questions from Section C. They have to 
attempt questions only at one place and only once. Second or subsequent attempts, unless 
the earlier ones have been crossed out, shall not be evaluated. 

 
SECTION-A 

Module 1: Colonial Framework: New Administration; New Means of Communication; 
Agrarian Policy; Western Education 

Module 2: Socio-Religious Movements: the Brahmo Samaj and the Dev Samaj; the Arya 
Samaj; the Sanatanist Hindus; the Muslim Anjumans; the Ahmadiyas 

Module 3: Socio-Religious Movements among the Sikhs:the Nirankaris; the Namdharis; the 
Singh Sabhas 

Module 4: Early Resistance to the British: Bhai Maharaj Singh,Maharani Jind Kaur,and Baba 
RamSingh; Nationalist Awakening: the Lahore Indian Association and the Indian 
National Congress 

Module 5: Political awakening among the Peasantry; Swadeshi Movement; the Ghadar 
Movement and the Komagata Maru Incident 



  

SECTION-B 
Module 6: The Movement for the Control and Management of Gurdwaras (1920-25): the 

Background; the Singh Reformers take over the Harmandar Sahib and the Akal 
Takht; Formation of the SGPC; Important Milestones; the JaitoMorcha and the 
Trial of Strength; and the Gurdwara Act of 1925 

Module 7: The Jallianwala Bagh (1919); Khilafat and Non-Cooperation; Demand for 
Complete Independence’ and the Civil Disobedience Movement 

Module 8: Revolutionary Activities: The BabbarAkalis; Kirti-Kisan Party; Bhagat Singh and 
the Naujawan Bharat Sabha; Bhagat Singh and the HSRA (Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association) 

Module 9: Punjab Politics (1935-47): the Act of 1935; the Elections of 1937 and the Unionist 
Government; the ‘Pakistan’ Resolution of the Muslim League (1940); Political 
Developments up to Independence; Partition of the Punjab. 

Module10:Towards the Formation of the Present Punjabi-Speaking State (1947-66); the 
New Setting 1947-50; the Demand for the ‘Punjabi Suba’ (1950) and the 
Regional Formula (1956); Failure of the Regional Formula and the Punjabi Suba 
Morcha (1960-62); Change in the Akali Leadership and the Creation of the 
Punjabi-Speaking State (1966). 
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